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Manipulating Keynotes in Revit

The following instructional is the procedure for

: o : : Create or Amend Excel file with
using and modifying keynotes in Revit. reate or Amend txcelfile wi

new keynote codes and
Keynoting in general can range from general descriptions to descriptions
very specific, depending on your project. The ability to modify
keynotes to suit your project is an essential piece of

information. The following procedure will explain in detail how

Save Excel file
to do this.

Revit relies on a text file to create a drop-down window from

which you can choose your keynote.
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The layout of the text file is specific to enable Revit to be able

to create the drop-down menu:

Key Value Keynote Texd ~
&
AW-1 AWNINGS/SCREENS
CAB CABINETRY
~CES CEILINGS & SOFFITS
1] COLUMNS
& DR-1 DOORS
- BFD BIFOLD DOOR
- CAV CAVITY SLIDER
e TS DOORS TO SPECIFICATION
---PAB POWDERCOATED ANGLED BATTEN GATE
e PANELIFT GARAGE DOOR - AUTO
== PLS PANELIFT GARAGE DOOR - AUTO SLIMPANEL
=PEL PANELIFT GARAGE DOOR - AUTO TIMBER FINISH
---RD ROLLER DOOR
- TLD TILTADOR GARAGE DOOR
- TLDS TILTADOR GARAGE DOOR SLATTED
~FLR FLOORING
-~ FRA FENCING/RAILINGS
-~ FU-1 FURNITURE
~GEN GENERAL
-~ HA- HANDRAILS
- PMR PIIIMRING FIXTLIRFS b
Keynote Text:
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ARChetype keynoting and the Text File
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With the ARChetype package comes a TXT file called QARC Keynotes Excel MASTER File_Updated_Nov-14.
As per the QARC companion, the Text file should be saved in a folder that can be easily navigated to when
required. We here at QARC keep our keynote files with our families in a folder named “Keynotes”. To
load the keynotes file into your Revit file: Go to Annotate — Click on Tag drop down — Click on Keynote
settings — Browse to the keynotes text file (wherever you have placed it on your drive).

Also provided with ARChetype is the various keynote tags pre-loaded into the system. These tags come in
Arial and Century Gothic in sizes 2.0mm and 2.5mm and in various arrangements — level, diagonal up and

diagonal down. Those tags can come with a leader and that leader can be adjusted to have an arrow, box,
dot or various ends.

Keynote ARC Arial 2.0mm =
Arrow Keynote Number h

Keynote ARC Arial Diaglp 2.0mm ~
Keynote Number
Keynote Number - Boxed
Keynote Text
Keynote ARC Arial DiagUp 2.5mm
Keynote Number
Keynote Number - Boxed
Keynote Text
Keynote ARC CenturyGothic 2.0mm
Arrow Keynote Number
Arrow Keynote Number - Boxed
Arrow Keynote Text
Dot Keynote Number
Dot Keynote Number - Boxed
Dot Keynote Text
Keynote ARC CenturyGothic 2.5mm
Most Recently Used Types
Keynote ARC Arial 2.5mm : Dot Keynote Number
Keynote ARC Arial 2.0mm : Arrow Keynote Number
Keynote ARC Arial 2.0mm : Arrow Keynote Text
Keynote ARC Arial DiagDn 2.0mm : Keynote Number - Boxed
Keynote ARC Arial 2.0mm : Arrow Keynote Number - Boxed

Keynote ARC CenturyGothic DiagUp 2.0mm : Keynote Number - Boxed

Keynote ARC CenturyGothic DiagDn 2.0mm : Keynote Number - Boxed

Amending the Text File

While the keynotes file is quite comprehensive, often it does not contain a specific keynote which has to
be added. This can be achieved by adding a line of text to the text file with a new keynote code and
description. However for the text file to work, there cannot be any duplicate codes and the format of the
text file has to be correct for Revit to understand the drop-down menu. The formatting system of the text
file is explained in greater detail below.
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The Keynote Excel File

For ease of cataloguing and organising the keynotes text file, we at QARC headquarters keep all
keynotes in an MS Excel file. In doing this we can easily control the Keynoting System parameters in
columns.

[l =] s ARC Keynotes Excel MASTER File_Updated_Nov-14 - Excel 7 E - 8 %X

[l HOME | INSERT  PAGELAYOUT  FORMULAS  DATA  REVIEW  VIEW  ADD-NS  Acrobat & Andrew Beaman -

o X Cut = Ik ol ==Bl%: |=wiiies o = Fm B [ FH X AutoSum ~ A
D) mony - Calibr n General 2] Fxcelﬁulhl Normal Ejsd Good Neutra 1 & o il o Ay ik

S P s %1 @z . oty [ et et Do o 00 e
Gipboard 5 Font Number Syies cets ating ~
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1 waL waus

2 |WL  EXTERIORWALLS WAL WaLLs

3 |BF FACEBRICK W1 EXTERIORWALS WAL  WALLS

4|BKP  BRICKENGAGED PIER W1 EXTERIORWALS WAL  WALLS

5 |BGR  BRICK- RENDERED WITH CONTROLJOINTS W1 EXTERIORWALS WAL  WALLS

6 |BLC  BLOCKWORK W1 EXTERIORWALS WAL  WALLS

7 |BWK  BRICKWORK W1 EXTERIORWALS WAL  WALLS

8 [BLOL 90 FACE BLOCK WALL- 100 COURSING W1 EXTERIORWALS WAL  WALLS

9 (BLO2 90 FACE BLOCK WALL- 200 COURSING W1 EXTERIORWALS WAL  WALLS

10{BLLL 140 FACE BLOCK WALL - 100 COURSING W1 EXTERIORWALS WAL  WALLS

11]BL12 140 FACE BLOCK WALL - 200 COURSING W1 EXTERIORWALS WAL  WALLS

12|BL2L 190 FACE BLOCK WALL - 100 COURSING W1 EXTERIORWALS WAL  WALLS

13[BL22 190 FACE BLOCK WALL - 200 COURSING W1 EXTERIORWALS WAL  WALLS

tala> 20 EBCE AIACK WAL - 20 COIIRSING Wi ETEmcRWANS  wal  waiis

Column A contains the actual keynote legend codes. Keynotes in the text file cannot be duplicated so
column A has a conditional format built in to advise if a keynote code is being duplicated.

Column B contains the description of the keynote that arrives in the Legend on sheet.

Columns C/D/E/F tells Revit how to format the drop-down menu. Columns E&F tell that row
(dependant) that it belongs under Row 1 (parent). Columns C&D tell that row (dependant) that it
belongs under Row 2 (parent). This type of parent and dependant relationship has to be formatted
correctly for the Keynoting system to work.

Creating a new keynote

If, for example, you wish to create a new wall type (tumbled brick) the procedure is as follows:

e Insert a new row where you wish the new keynote to be placed

e Create a new keynote code — BTM

e In Column B, write the description

e In Column C&D, write the parents for that row —in this case it is W1 & Exterior Walls
e In Column E&F, write the parents for the previous parent’s row — WAL & WALLS

e ENSURE ALL TEXT IS CAPITALISED!

BH S 5 ARC Keynotes Excel MASTER File_Updated_Nov-14 - Excel 7 @8 - X
FILE HOME INSERT PAGE LAYOUT FORMULAS DATA REVIEW VIEW ADD-INS Acrobat 4, Andrew Beaman -

% cut .= = " = - o Bx [ Taeem - Ay

Calibri M LRI PO W ¢ Wrap Text General . r (¢ | ExcelBuilt-i... | Normal Bad Good Neutral L ol ; >
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¢ o | B4 0|20 | @ras FEE e | Bt $-% %20 | Formatting 7. Tabler ‘ B balf R, - - £ Clear~ Filter~ Select ~

Clipboard 5 Font 5 Alignment 5 Number 5 stles cells Editing w
A7 - S| sm v

A B c D 3 3 G H 1 J K L [} N 0 P -
1 WAL  WALLS
2 w1 EXTERIOR WALLS WAL WALLS
3 |BKF FACE BRICK W1 EXTERIOR WALLS WAL WALLS
4 BKP BRICK ENGAGED PIER W1  EXTERIOR WALLS WAL WALLS
5 BKR BRICK - RENDERED WITH CONTROL JOINTS W1 EXTERIOR WALLS WAL WALLS
6 [BLK _ BLOCKWORK W1 _EXTERIORWALLS WAL _ WALS
7 [sm__lBRick-TumBLED W1 EXTERIORWALS WAL | WALS
8 BWK  BRICKWORK W1 EXTERIOR WALLS WAL WALLS
9 |BLO1 90 FACE BLOCK WALL - 100 COURSING W1 EXTERIOR WALLS WAL WALLS

10 |BLO2 90 FACE BLOCK WALL - 200 COURSING W1 EXTERIORWALLS WAL  WALLS

If you create a duplicate keynote, it will appear in red:

’ @?C
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B H® &= ARC Keynates Bxcel MASTER File_Updated_Nav-14 - Excel
FILE HOME | INSERT  PAGELAVOUT ~ FORMULAS ~ DATA  REVEW  VIEW  ADD-INS  Acrobat
e I T A= 52 1 "
?ﬁcm e e P e S5 Wrap Text [General z ? S‘ Excel Built-i... | MNormal Bad Good
53 Copy ~ ) - - orEeo
Paste o |mm WA & % «n o0 Conditional Format as||Calculation (A cxpianotory ... |Input
il — Iy L - A Merge & Center $-9% 1 W B e B Y P
Clipboard 3 Font & Alignment & Number & Styles
B7 ~ I
A B c D E F
1 WAL  WALLS
2 W1 EXTERIOR WALLS WAL WALLS
3 |BKF  FACEBRICK W1 EXTERIORWALLS WAL  WALLS
4 |BKP  BRICK ENGAGED PIER W1 EXTERIORWALLS WAL  WALLS
5 |[BKR  BRICK - RENDERED WITH CONTROL JOINTS W1 EXTERIORWALLS WAL  WALLS
6 |BLK  BLOCKWORK W1 EXTERIORWALLS WAL  WALLS
7 |amn
8 |BWK  BRICKWORK W1 EXTERIORWALLS WAL  WALLS
9 |BLO1 90 FACE BLOCK WALL - 100 COURSING W1 EXTERIORWALLS WAL  WALLS
10 BLO2 90 FACE BLOCK WALL - 200 COURSING W1 EXTERIORWALLS WAL  WALLS

Save your Excel file.

Now create a text file to be loaded into Revit. “Save As” in your Excel file and click on “save as type”.
Click on Text (Tab delimited) and save in same directory as your Excel file.

X3 x
A 0 » ThisPC » Data(D:) » Revit » RevitFamilies » Keynotes v & | SearchKeynotes 2
Organize ¥ New folder E @
[ Andrew (andrew-035470¢8) A Name - Date modified Type Size
@ Autodesk 360 -
L Archive 10/11/2014 Z10PM  File folder
[ beamana@optusnet.com.au (super = o
o t!ARC Keynotes Excel MASTER File_Update. 28/11/2014 1:50 PM  Mlicrosoft Excel W. 32KB
& Desktop
£/ Documents
18 Downloads
i Music
[ Pictures
B Videos
i 05 Install (C)
(a Data (D
59 Data (\\Andrews-AirPort) (Z:)
a .. . ¥
File name: | ARC Keynotes Excel MASTER File_Updated Nov-14 v
Save as type: | Excel Workbook v

Excel Workbook
Excel Macro-Enabled Workbook
Excel Binary Workbook

Excel $7-2003 Workbook

XML Data

Single File Web Page

< HideFolders  [Web Page

Excel Template

Excel Macro-Enabled Template

Authors;

Unicode Text

XML Spreadsheet 2003

Wicrosoft Excel 5,0/95 Workbaok
CSV (Comma delimited)
Formatted Text (Space delimited)
Text (Macintosh)

Text (MS-DOS)

CSV (Macintosh)

CSV (MS-DOS)

DIF (Data Interchange Format)
SYLK (Symbolic Link)

Excel Add-In

Excel $7-2003 Add-In

PDF

XPS Document

Strict Open XML Spreadsheet
OpenDocument Spreadsheet

Load the new text file into Revit.

Go to Annotate — Click on Tag drop down — Click on Keynote settings — Browse to or reload amended
keynotes text file — Done!

foxe



